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SUATISTICS ON GHANG-HAI LABOR
I. TYPES OF WORKERS

Shanghal workers, who it has been claimed number 3CC,00C or one-fifth of
the oity's population, mey be classifisd acoording to age and caz, hasie of
pav, ekill, and ales as to complisnce with the Factory law. In regaud to thia:
last point, oat of 1,539 plants with 149,651 workers, 530 plents were found to
be compiylog, with 133,523 workere involved; 1,059 smaller plants, employleg
14,023 workers, ware guilty of ‘some infrmction. Othor ¢laesifisations are
ehown in the following tablos: :

Table 1. Labor Grouped by Age and Sex
(1o percent)

Industry Men , Women . - Children

Boat -butldirg _ 38.46 - L Bushfete]
Naohine-saking ' 85.33 96 13.71 '
Netal .work.ng 61.91 : ‘ 25.4%0
Flexible tubing 28.57 T.Th
Can-makirng- : 43,63 1.1%
Keedle -muking. o 55.02 - - ' ' “ 5,50
Flour : 99.5¢C y .20
Oil-extracting e LOGLOG - /o Fe e i i MR L e
Tlavarig ‘ 32.11 . 183
Canned foxde 62.63 2.93
Cigazettos 13.52 . 5.59
Rubbes bl k9 ‘ 2.63
Nstcies he.23 : 3.9

Acti end BXle 10C.00 - ; .

Sorp. ‘ 32.65 - 2.94
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Table 1. Iabor Group;d by Age and Sex (cﬁntd )
{in percent) i

Industyy Men Women

LEnes ¢ 23.10 76.90
lgﬁ:\onﬂre 94.63 ) 2.16
Sa1-la-1o [T/ 100,00 --
Leather 100,00 -
Glase : 68.94 : 1.93
Cotton-8pinning 22.49 26.60
Wosl~-veaving 31.93 66.3%
Silk-veaving 30.78 68.90
Cotton-veaving 40,71 59.27
Hamp-waorking %5.20 64 .3
Enitting » 22.03 75.20
Hat-uaking 58.73 35.90
Underclothing : 2%.02 L L Gh.1h
Towels, blankets 27.33 . 60.75
Belt-weaving 32.59 €7.50
Paper-paking ) 68.%0 31.60
Printing 93.63 3.33
Tend penolls . 39.59 52.03
Eleotrio power 100.CC . . .o
Weber-vorks 99.35 : .19
Conl-gne 100.00 -
Blectrio oars 100.00 . -
Tslaphone 715 2.2
Electrio fixtures 70.14 i 18.55
Thermos bottles 76.33 16.2%

Table 2. labor Grruped 'y Basis vf Pay
(1o porcent) ‘
: et

Industry Da;;vark ' Plece-work

Boat-bullding ~108.00 : _ --

Machine-making 100.00 , .

Metal.vworking 76.99 23.02

Flexible tudbing . 160.00 .-

Can-making 100.00 -

Hegdle-nmaking 91.53 o .41

Flour 100.0C .-

011-extraoting 100.00 -

Flavoring . 100.00 wn

Canned foods 76.62 23.33

Clgarastes . 20309 79.91

Rabber 67.46 32.54

Matohes . 65.11 =%.39

Aoid and soda o 100.00 o -

Soep 10G.,00 , -
54 .74 15.26

Eartheovare . 15-57 . h.63

Bai-lu-lo 7] 100.00 :

Leather - 100.0C

Glace 97.15

Cotton-spinniug T7.01

Wool ~eeaving 95.27

Stlk-wearing 79.32

Cotton-veaving - .62

Reap-vorking 60.55
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+Table 2. Labor’ Grouped by ‘Banis ot ‘Pay (Cant.d)
{in percenh) :

Induetry - Day-work Plece-work

Xnttting 32.97 67.03

Hat-waking : 38.59 11.41

Underolothing k.55 95.45

Towsls, blanketis 41.98 58.02

Bely -wearing 100,00 ‘

Papear-making . 100.0C

Pricting 100.0C

‘lead pencils 100.00

Blectric power 100.00

Water-works 100.00

Conl-gna 100.00

Eleotric cars 100.C0

Telephone ‘ 100.00

Bleotrio fiztures - 100.00

Thermos bottlss ©100.00 -
Average .57 [sig] 24.83 feig]

Table 3. labor Gronped by Skill
(in percent)

Ind\;itry Skilled © . Semi-skilled Unskilled Apprentices

Boet-building 50.69 . 6.70 . 24.57 18.04
tachine~waking 66.C5 4,76 8.05 21.13
Netal-working : Te 9!3 ) 38.58 27.70 25.40
Flexidle tubing 3.3 39.98 n 5k.17 E 59
Can-making 12.6i 2h.1h : 62.07 1.15
. Heedle-maklng . 333 16.5¢ 24.27 25.90
Siour 25%.08 30.47 45,25 .20
Oil-extracting b1.33 3b.72 ' 21.11 2.73
Flavoring 15.00 33,41 53.59 o
Canned foods 20.%0 23.28 20.40 35.92
Cigarettes 10.10 .5 56.38 . +1.,00
Rabber 8.50 9.81 80,57 .62
Matohes h2.5¢ 20.36 35.22 1.2
Acid’ and soda 38.95 61.03 . -
Soag 37.4i %2.01 13.18 1.37
7.2% . . T2.75 20.C) -
Earthemare 30.12 28.62 37.60 . 3.66
Sai-la-lo 3] b7 .- 95.83 -
Leathsr 13.16 - 86.8% .- --
Glass © 32.719 15.08 28.23 22.%¢C
Cotton-spinning . 293 44 b4 - 2%.8% .
Wool-weaving 8.50 LT 19.87
811k-weaving T9.45 . 9.21 10.49
Cotton~reaving 50.54 L 37.98 19.11
Houp-working 1625 17.63 €3.13
- Eaitting ST.b7 32.30 8.65
Hat-mking 15.44 - 18.52 67
Taderclothing %1.38 .- 66.03%
Tovsls, tlaszsts’ b9.57 - 41.33 .5
Delt-weaving 8.75 - 9:.2%
Paper-making . 38 29 24.58 35.12
Printing ’ 35.66 - © 53,85
Iead penoils . 12.50 79.16 .
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Table 3.. labor Grouped by Skill (Contd)e... v
(in percent)

Industry Skilled Seml-skilled Unesl net_i Apprentices

Electric pover 48.76 T.4b hy.61 2.19
Water-vworks 3,93 82.42 : 13.75 --
Conl-gas 49.84 11.34 34,32 ' 4.50
Elestrio oars 80.61 : 11.03 . 3.36 -
Telephone 2.15 89.33 2.52 , --
Eleotria firiures 63..92 - 26.70 11.31
Thermos dottles 22,14 44 .65 ) 25.99 9.22

Average 29.88 40.65 27.73 1.7h

Ii. STATISTICS OF PRESENT LABCR ORGANIZATICRS

Tn 1336 there were only 35 organized unions. Of thege, 34 were plant -
unipns, 57 veve ocoupational unions, and four vere of a special type. Usion
meabers numbered move thap 130,000. Of course this figure represented only a
fractisn of the laboring classs, for large sections were entirely unorganiszed.

Wheo by the end of 1546, ALaog-hai bad recoversd from the confualon
following the Japanese surrepder, thers wsre 352 unions with an earollmsnt of
260,305 workers. o

QGovernmsnt poliocy, in the interest of laborern, has s'trongla enéonragod :
unfons. In Anguet 1547, 493 unions with a total of 527,439 members were
" registered with the Bureau of Social Affairs. The distribution is shown {a

the table on the followng page.

~
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RESTHICPLD
o of Unions Bo of Workers
Industry Plung Occnp‘timnl Total . Wignt W kers Occupational Workers Total Workers Grend Total
Tudorn. Uaion Hale Foasle  Male Penale Hale Female of Workers :
upevial 1 : ’ 2,865 2,865 2,865
§ utlitiss -3 2 M 11,479 282 270 13,749 282 12,031
Transport 30 30 86,101 102 86,101 120fstc]
Cotton~aplnning ™ ™ 25,55 109,55 29,5% 109,553 135,103 i
wool-spinning 15 15 1,962 5,98l - 1,962 5,984 - 7,986 ¢ )
bilk 9 4,132 8,229 4,132 8,229 12,360 ¢
[ Initting y - 3 1,282 12,957 ° 1,282 12,957 1,239 =
Lyeing 28 2 3% 5009 1458 - 1,718 7327 1 758 21,885
i > Jdute-weaving 2 2 1,558 1,406 1,558 4,406 5,964
J Cizarsttes 36 36 11,564 29,504 . 11,564 29 5015 b1,068
: * Rubber 8 8 2,528 =28 2,528 7.953
0 Leasher 6 2 8 1,346 A2 2,176 2,178 =
m Ironworks 16 y 20 2,592 ‘ 6,316 8,915 8,915 ™
N ¢ Budlding 5 12 17 1,93 us 125 45,061 45,661 LA
= - Hoeltn 9 9 6,76 373 6,166 3713 LRI —
' L= . Cnemicals, druge '} 8 12 1,518 8h2 1,896 3,571 8h2 by o =2
aQ Azuaements : 6 é 2,998 1,353 2,998 1,353 4,351 3
m Objeots d'arts, booke, ete. - T 6 13 h, 458 539 8,983 785 13,l38 1 315 W53 1 e
< Paper - 8 . g 2,637 3 2 637 3,100 ¢ 2
Boat-bdbuilaing 5 = .8 3,773 6,066 : 9,83%
Clothing 8 E 20 29 18 1,205 18,792 15 795’: 1,205 - B
Furniture 18 22 1,37 10,018 11.392 11,392 L)
] .- Food, drink 24 25 b9 7.679 1,127 = 24,060 31 729 1 127 - :
] Fuel 10 b 1 4,166 466 1,459 6,091
_ Other 7 1 18 . 594 8,715 agh’ 9 309 2 9,603 -
Totad < 293 160 453 | 97.,88% 195,731 230,980 2,904 328,861 196,638 527,499
- :‘y -
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III. CEBANGE FROM DISTRICT TO FACTORY UNIONS

The originmal labor law did not provide for factory unions, but only dis-
triot unlons. Because of wide divermence In size snd quality of plants io a
district, and & teodency for a whole district to be involved in any diepute, 1in
Janvary 1947 the factory union #len was introduoed for plante with over 100
vYorkers. Workers in a smaller unit joln In a city-vide socupational union. Ths
larger industries have already ohanged over; for the others the process ie to be
oompleted in 1348, ‘

IV. REFCRM OF WEARF UNIONS

'

When the blockade was lifted, forelgn ships wii'e the 1.8t to ooms into
fhang-hei, and vest numbsrs of coolies were employed to move the tremendoue
onrgoes. Thum avose a syastem of labor-purveyore, noder whom were seocondary and
tertiary agsnte or oontractors » each of vhom extracted his fee. By the time a
dollar yaid out by the steamship sofipany reached the coolie's hands, it had
shrunk Lo 20 or 30 cente. These anolies vers so unoonaolous of being exploited
that they would defsnd the avaricicus agents through whom they had been hired.

" The aobliss, mcoustomed to a quadi-fondal system, would £ight llke retalners for
& llegs lord in a oonfliot eswng Iabor-paresyors cver a specially. lucrative dook.
These simple-ginded mon, inp%usd of Plucking off ths parasites that were astually
suoing thelr bleod, actmlly fought for their survivai. : i

Shapg-hal wharf-laborars may be olassified gonerally as rievodores, ferry-
men, and poxters. Defore the wmr e cortain armount of public onder was main-
tained among them, despite ooccasional breachLes nf the psace. But undss the
puppet government, aocoditisns deteriorated a greet deal. In the confusion fol-
iowing the Japanese surrender, mtters grew voregs and thers was much injustioce
and quarreling. However, under the leadership of the clty government, dook-:
vorkers® unions were organized, and welfare work instituted. Betwoen Yoy 19%6
and Juns 1947, the following locals wers eet up: -

Foms (Locality) " Membership

Hongke 1,630
Waosung : 174
8oochow Oreek . . 3,678
Bund (Whangpoo shore) 2,150
Nantas 2,261
Joush Poosuny ) 3,000
Nortk Postung : 3,987

Total ‘ 16,330

0f oourse, tke actual number of workszs, iuoluding tranesients, 1s much
larger than this. ,

Under sxisting conditions, these unlons had to be crgnized as locals;
but plans are on foot for a olvy-vide federation of these soven. The vorkers
have now been released with govercmeat belp from the vicious contract or agont
system; further progress depends upon the workers themzelves.
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VI. -CORCLUSION

The year 1947 saw much progress in the organizing of labor, but thers is
much yet t5 bo dons in trainlng, education, avd benefits. The two alms of
lsbor policy are to mscure lLegltimate politiscal pseition for the labor class
apd the peranpal welfars of workers. labor unions are not an end in them-

. 8elves, but the first step towards the reallzation of these goals.- fLabor's
political position 1s being attalnsd. The improvement of living oonditions,
universa) edusation, and full employment concern the worker's velfars and are
to be sought for by labor end capital im common.

In labor organizatiope there la no place for shop employees. These abound
in tha largs olties and are better olucated than the average manual worker.
The labor unfon law Limits membership to workers in fmctories and mipse. Ho
edequate arvangsment has yet besn mede for workers inm shops. The government
should take steps to rewsdy thie condition.

- END -
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